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To oversee and quantify changes in Abu Dhabi’s economy  
Weekly Goods Price Report: SCAD monitors prices of 

332 consumer goods 
 

 Food items represent 82.5% of all consumer goods, leaving non-
food items at 17.5% 

 CPI index of food and non-food goods increased by 3.7% in the 
first week of April 2020 compared to February 2020 

 The ‘Weekly Goods Price Report’ raises consumer awareness and 
gives a clear indication on the prices of food and non-food goods 
that are of interest to consumers 
 

Abu Dhabi, 9 April 2020: In light of the unprecedent challenges facing 
the current economic situation, and the need to keep decision-makers 
and consumers alike informed on goods prices in the Emirate, the 
Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi (SCAD) released the results of the ‘Weekly 
Goods Price Report’ for the first week of April 2020, where it oversaw 
and quantified changes in the economy by monitoring the prices of 332 
consumer goods, categorised in ten spending groups.  
 



 

 

SCAD noted that these findings lead to better informed consumers, and 
gives a clear indication of the prices of food and non-food goods that are 
of interest to consumers. The current statistics show that food goods 
represent 82.6% of all 332 consumer goods, leaving non-food goods at 
17.4%. This indicates a 3.7% increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
of food and non-food goods in the first week of April compared to 
February 2020.  
 
This expected increase was driven by the rise in prices of some goods 
that were affected by the consequences of the current economic situation, 
and a drop in prices of many other goods that were affected by the sudden 
and rapid change in consumer behavior – a change that is happening all 
over the world.  
 
Food Goods 
The CPI for food goods in the following groups increased by 3.2% in the 
first week of April 2020 compared to February 2020: meat, fish and 
seafood, milk, cheese and eggs, fruits and pulses. 
 
This rise was driven by an increased demand for certain basic food goods, 
due to families’ tendencies to store food, as well as the substantial 
increase witnessed in the prices of the fish and seafood group, which 
contributed 33.6% to the overall increase rate during the first week of 
April 2020 compared to February 2020. Prices of the aforementioned 



 

 

group increased by 13.7% compared to February 2020, and represents 
9.1% of the index weight.  
 
Non-food Goods 
The CPI for non-food goods in the following groups increased by 6.2% 
in the first week of April 2020 compared to the previous month: soaps 
and disinfectants, laundry detergents, air fresheners and furniture cleaning 
materials, masks, gloves, cold and flu medicines and analgesics, as well 
as gems and jewelry. 
 

This increase was driven by a greater demand for some groups, such as 
the significant increase in the prices of masks, gloves, cold and flu 
medicines and analgesics group, noting a 26.4% rise in the prices of the 
materials of this group in the first week of April 2020 compared to 
February 2020. It contributed 26.6% of the overall increase in the first 
week of April 2020 compared to February 2020, and represents 3.7% of 
the index weight. On the other hand, prices of soaps and disinfectants 
group decreased by 1.4%. 
 
SCAD pointed out that given the low domestic demand for many goods 
and services, the prices of some consumer goods will witness further 
decline, which is expected to be reflected in the price slowdown. SCAD 
noted that following the economic measures recently taken by the country 
have achieved positive results at local and federal levels. 



 

 

 
These food and non-food goods and their lists of products were 
meticulously chosen, and their prices are monitored on an ongoing basis. 
Prices for these goods are collated from several retail stores in the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi and on a regular basis. These include supermarkets and 
pharmacies, while taking into account that goods are in the same 
specifications and quantities and not collected from open markets. 
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About Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi (SCAD) 
Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi (SCAD) was established in 2008 in accordance with 
Law No. (7), to develop and organize statistical work in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in 
particular and the United Arab Emirates in general. SCAD’s purpose is to produce 
statistical information that is consistent with the Emirate’s orientation towards 
sustainable development and strategic plans under the supervision and with full 
support of the Executive Council of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 
 
Being the official statistical data collection agency in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the 
centre assumes the functions of preparing the statistical plans and programs that serve 
the emirate’s wider development programs, conducting statistical surveys across the 
emirate. SCAD is also responsible for the collection, classification, storage, analysis 
and dissemination of official statistics and the release of the results of social, 
demographic, economic, environmental and cultural surveys. 
 
The activities of the centre encompass all areas relating to social conditions in 
accordance with relevant international standards and ethics, such as independence, 
professionalism, impartiality, objectivity, confidentiality, cost effectiveness and quality 
of statistics. 
For more information, please contact:  
Mary Khamasmieh 
Weber Shandwick 
M:  +971 50 273 1753 
E: mkhamasmieh@webershandwick.com 

Rawad Khattar 
Weber Shandwick 
M: +971 56 336 2121 
E: RKhattar@webershandwick.com 

Sara Abuhassira 
Weber Shandwick 
M:  +971 50 411 5226 E: sabuhassira@webershandwick.com 
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